
 

 
 

Meeting date: 1 July 2021 

 

Report to: Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Children, 
Education & Skills 

Subject/report 
title: 

Proposal to expand Cheswick Green Primary School 

Report from: Director of Children’s Services and Skills 

Report 
author/lead 
contact officer: 

Ann Pearson – Team Leader School Place Planning 
annpearson@solihull.gov.uk 

 

 
Wards affected:  

☒ Blythe  

 

Public/private 
report: 

Public 

Exempt by virtue 
of paragraph: 

N/A 

 

 
1. Purpose of Report 

To seek a time extension to the conditional approval given by Cabinet Member in 
March 2021 to allow further time to secure planning permission for the proposed 
expansion of Cheswick Green Primary School.  

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 Approve an extension to the conditional approval for the expansion of Cheswick 
Green Primary School by 210 places (1 form entry) from 1 September 2022 subject to 
planning approval being achieved by 31 December 2021. 

3. Matters for Consideration 

3.1 The proposal to expand Cheswick Green Primary School was subject to full statutory 
consultation, the outcome of which was reported to the Cabinet Member for Children, 
Education & Skills in January 2021 and March 2021. 

3.2 Following detailed consideration of all of the consultation responses, on 29th March 
2021 the Cabinet Member approved the proposal to expand Cheswick Green Primary 
School on 1 September 2022 subject to planning approval being achieved by 30 June 
2021.  There has been no change to the school expansion proposal that was 
considered and approved at the March meeting. 

3.3 Since the March meeting work has continued with key stakeholders and planning 
colleagues around the mitigation being offered as part of this proposal meets the 



 

 
 

requirements of planning guidance, therefore providing Planning Committee with the 
best possible information on which to base their decision.  

3.4 The planning application has been submitted and registered and is expected to be 
considered by Planning Committee in the autumn. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 Solihull Council has a statutory duty to provide sufficient school places for its local 
authority area.  The School Organisation Plan 2020, has identified the need to add 
places to meet demand from the housing developments at Blythe Valley Park and 
Cheswick Place.   

5.2 Full and detailed consideration was given to the proposal on 29 March 2021. Since 
that time no significant additional information has emerged and therefore no change to 
the proposal is being sought other than an extension to the time allowed to seek 
planning permission.   

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and maximising the 
opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

This proposal seeks to provide additional 
school places required to meet the demand 
from Blythe Valley Park, a strategic housing 
site with planning approval for 750 dwellings 
and the Cheswick Place development. 

The Council has a statutory duty to provide 
sufficient school places for families living in 
Solihull. 

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural environment. 
5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

Cheswick Green Primary School is the 
closest school to the both developments.  
As part of the planning application for the 
proposal a transport assessment has been 
undertaken to look at the impact of the 
increase in the number of pupils and the 
possible mitigation solutions 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life chances in 
our most disadvantaged communities. 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 

Increasing the number of school places in 
good and outstanding school will ensure 
that high quality school places are available 
for families moving into the new 
developments.  This proposal seeks to 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 
provision for adults & children with 
complex needs. 

provide a cost effective solution to the need 
to provide additional school places. 

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 The March report outlined the statutory consultation that has been undertaken and the 
key issues that arose as a result. These were considered in detail by the Cabinet 
Member for Children, Education & Skills on 29 March 2021. 

6.2.2 Pre statutory consultation was undertaken for 6 weeks from November 2020, the 
outcome of which was considered by the Cabinet Member on 11 January 2021. 

6.2.3 The planning application is also subject to normal planning consultation processes. 

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.4 The Financial implications are as set out in previous reports to the Cabinet Portfolio 
Holder.  There will be a further update provided to Cabinet at its next meeting.   

6.5 Legal implications: 

6.5.1 The Council has a legal duty to ensure there are sufficient school places to meet the 
needs of Solihull children and is required to follow a statutory process when 
considering a school expansion. 

6.5.2 As part of the conditional approval process a time extension is being sought to allow 
the Planning Committee to consider the planning application for the proposal. 

6.6 Risk implications: 

6.6.1 The key risk is that the additional school places cannot be provided in time to meet the 
growth in demand from these developments. 

6.6.2 This expansion does require additional accommodation to be provided at the school 
and will be subject to a full planning application. If planning permission is not achieved 
then the Council will not be able to meet its statutory duty to provide sufficient school 
places in September 2022. 

6.6.3 That the mitigation required to make the development acceptable in transport and 
highways terms are unaffordable. 

6.7 Equality implications: 

6.7.1 This proposal seeks to ensure that the families moving into the Blythe Valley Park and 
Cheswick Place housing developments have access to a local school place. 

7. List of appendices referred to 

7.1 None 



 

 
 

8. Background papers used to compile this report 

8.1 Cabinet Member reports 29 March 2021 and 11 January 2021. 

8.2 School Organisation Plan 2020 

8.3 Planning Committee Report – 30 November 2016 

9. List of other relevant documents 

9.1 DfE Guidance – making significant changes to maintained schools 


